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Our watershed is a vibrant and diverse habitat 
and a precious source of water. It’s also a 

centre for tourism and recreation — generating 
over $200 million annually for the local economy 
— as well as industry and agriculture. Our lives 
and that of its animals, plants and insects rely on 
its health.

The Lake Simcoe watershed sweeps across 3,400 
square kilometres and 20 municipal borders, 
from the Oak Ridges Moraine in the south to 
the Oro Moraine in the north, through York and 
Durham regions, Simcoe County and the cities of 
Kawartha Lakes, Barrie and Orillia. There are over 
450,000 residents in the watershed; 18 major river 
systems; 4,225 kilometres of creek, stream and 
tributary channels; and it’s home to 75 species of 
fish, with over 50 in the lake alone.

The Lake Simcoe 

Watershed
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Living, Working, and Playing 

in our Watershed
our beautiful lake and the surrounding 

watershed continue to bring so much joy 
and recreation into our lives; However, the 
expanding population and growing urban centres 
are putting pressure on Lake Simcoe, its rivers 
and streams. By working together in the past 
year, we have each played an important role in 
creating a sustainable and resilient watershed 
community. It’s once again time to reflect on all 
that we’ve accomplished as a team dedicated to 
conservation and preservation. 

Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority 
has spent more than six decades protecting 
the ecological features of our region. Your gifts 
through our Foundation are what allow their 
incredible work to continue. You should be very 
proud of the support you’ve given to protect our 
precious natural spaces—whether through a cash 
donation, volunteer hours, or taking time to be a 
watershed champion in your own life.

This past year, the Foundation was able to fund 
eight incredible conservation projects by 
offering support to the Authority. We helped to 
provide outdoor education to students, protected 
wildlife from roadways, removed barriers to fish 
passage, and restored areas in our watershed that 
need extra attention to thrive. On the fundraising 

front, our Conservation Dinner was a sold-out 
success again in 2018, and we were so pleased 
to have DG Group return as our Watershed Hero 
Sponsor. 

We are also happy to report that we were once-
again successful in our re-certification in the 
Imagine Canada Standards Program. We go 
through this process every five years to ensure 
that our donors can be confident that we are 
one of the most trust-worthy charities in our 
community. We have now been approved for this 
certification on two different occasions, which 
means a lot to us because it shows you that 
being accountable to our donors is of the utmost 
importance. 

Our Board of Directors also enthusiastically 
supports our commitment to our community. 
In 2018 we said good-bye to two of our valued 
members: Steve Schaefer, Vice President, and 
Ron Craig Secretary-Treasurer. We thank both 
Steve and Ron for everything they have done 
to help create a cleaner, healthier Lake Simcoe 
watershed, and wish them both the best of luck in 
their future endeavors. 
You should feel personal satisfaction when 
looking through the pages of this report. YOU 
are a vital part of making this work happen, and 

because of you, the nature around us is better 
safeguarded for future generations. Thank you 
for sticking by our side! I hope that our success in 
2018 will inspire you to get even more involved in 
community work by giving back to nature in the 
ways that are most meaningful to you. 

Sincerely,

debbi Conzelmann, 
President 

Cheryl taylor, 
Executive Director



Vision
We envision a cleaner, healthier Lake Simcoe 
watershed that will inspire, motivate and 
enrich us all.

Mission
We raise money to support a cleaner and healthier 
Lake Simcoe watershed through the funding 
of specific projects of the Lake Simcoe region 
Conservation authority.

Objectives
WE WILL SUPPORT InITIATIVES THAT HELP:

1. improve water quality and fish habitat in Lake 
     Simcoe, its rivers and streams

2. reduce invasive aquatic plant growth in Lake 
     Simcoe, its rivers and streams

3. provide environmental education to Lake Simcoe  
    watershed residents

4. protect, restore and enhance our green spaces 
     and wetlands

5. develop partnerships that promote Lake 
    Simcoe watershed science, education and public 
    awareness

Vision, Mission 
& Objectives
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Good Governance
Since 2013, LSCF has been accredited by Imagine Canada’s 
distinguished Standards Program after demonstrating 
excellence in 73 standards in Board Governance, Financial 
Accountability and Transparency, Fundraising, Staff 
Management and Volunteer Involvement. We are one of 
just 250 accredited charities in Canada. Invest in trust!
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Projects You Helped

turning Kids into Watershed Champions

The Outdoor Education Program at the Scanlon Creek nature Centre provides an 
outdoor educational experience that engages youth as the next generation of watershed 
stewards. Exciting new partnerships and programs were added, including Therapy in the 
Woods and Forest School. In 2018, your support of LSCF allowed 4,500 young people 
to take part in meaningful, hands-on learning opportunities accumulating over 15,000 
hours of learning.

“We connect 
children with 
nature in 
meaningful 
ways to raise 
awareness, impart 
knowledge, and 
create lifelong 
memories that 
will encourage 
young people to 
take action for 
the Lake Simcoe 
watershed.” 

Nicole Hamley
Manager, Education
OCT, BScH 

Lake Simcoe Region 
Conservation Authority

Support in 2018



5    Gratitude report  2018

This year, LSCF provided the funding to implement the 
second phase of the Wildlife Safe Passage Project. This 
three-year study is assessing new ways to reduce turtle 
road mortality using fencing, wildlife eco-passages, and 
artificial turtle mounds. After seeing the number of turtle 
deaths decrease by 81% after taking these measures, 
Phase Two of the project saw the development of a 

municipal planning toolkit. Municipal staff now have 
the resources to implement best management practices 
for preventing animal deaths on the road. As well as a 
template of planning policies, the toolkit includes a how-
to manual, and outreach materials that can be distributed 
in the Lake Simcoe watershed. 

Helping turtles Cross the road



Our continued support of the 
East Holland River Fish Barrier 
Removal Project at Sheppard’s Bush 
Conservation Area has allowed 
for further progress to be made in 
removing two barriers within the 
Town of Aurora. The first consists of 
two perched culverts, and the second 
is an old concrete sawmill dam, 
which prohibits fish passage due to 

the shallow depth of water over a 
connecting concrete slab. Since the 
Holland River passes over the sites of 
both these projects, signs have been 
installed to explain the benefits of this 
work to the fish population. With your 
help, as well as the continued input 
from the Town of Aurora, this project is 
reducing fish barriers and conducting 
site cleanup and tree plantings. 

Letting the Fish Swim through 

  Gratitude report  2018    6



7    Gratitude report  2018

Our donor community has 
helped to create a more 
proactive and holistic 
approach to the ecological 
restoration of all Lake 
Simcoe’s tributaries. Kidd’s Creek is one of the most 
important waterways flowing through the City of Barrie. 
This once pristine cold-water creek is now struggling due 
to rapid urbanization and the poor development practices 
of the past. 
 
The multi-year Upper Kidd’s Creek Project is helping to 
bring it back to health and began with a technical study 
of the creek’s upper reaches. A construction design is now 
in development and when implemented, will support 
the long-term ecological integrity of the creek, improve 

water quality and fish habitat in the lake and end the 
cycle of ineffective short term fixes. Completed in 2018, 
the stream restoration design will mimic nature with a 
natural channel design of the headwaters of Kidd’s Creek 
to Cundle’s Rd. As well, a Public Information Session gave 
the community the opportunity to learn more about and 
comment on the plans. 

In 2019 we look forward to completing this important 
restoration work for 560 metres of the creek. We hope to 
see you at the community planting event along the creek 
in the spring of 2020.

Nurturing an 
important 
Waterway



Together, we helped LSRCA decrease barriers to fish 
passage in our streams and rivers by supporting the Lake 
Simcoe Watershed Fish Habitat Enhancement Project. 
This project is re-establishing natural watercourses in an 
effort to increase fish habitats and create wetlands for 
waterfowls and other birds. It’s also educating the public 
on the importance of a healthy ecosystem to our aquatic 
populations. 

The work put into this initiative in 2018 was based on 
significant scientific monitoring and analysis by expert 
LSRCA teams—research that wouldn’t have been possible 
without our generous community of donors! We are very 
pleased that through support from the department of 
Fisheries and oceans recreational Fisheries Community 
partnership program, 9 projects stabilized shorelines, 
removed dams to improve fish passage, protected and 
enhanced shorelines and restored floodplains and 
wetlands throughout our watershed.

Strengthening aquatic Life
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new trees have the power to make so 
many changes. They can help landowners 
naturalize their properties, and also reduce 
the impact of climate change, increase 
wildlife habitat, control erosion and 
flooding, improve air and water quality, 
and help decrease home energy costs. 

Thanks to our Donors, LSRCA planted over 
8,000 new trees over 1.75 hectares. Support 
was focused mostly on tree planting 
projects in Durham and Kawartha. The 
reforestation we’ve supported will benefit 
our watershed for generations to come.

planting thousands of trees
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Working with Farmers in 
the Holland Marsh
Farmers in our region have the responsibility to care for 
their land, and also, the health of our watershed as a 
whole. With your help in 2018, LSRCA was able to continue 
to work with farmers in the Holland Marsh to let them 
know what they can do to help keep their soil healthy. 
LSRCA staff worked with farmers to ensure they’re aware 
of Best Management Practices when working on their 
land, while also promoting LSRCA’s program funding for 
wash water facility upgrades, tile outlet control structures, 
and reducing cropland erosion. 
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Since the 1980’s, the nature Centre at Scanlon Creek Conservation Area 
has been the anchor of the region’s outdoor environmental education. 

Generations of students fondly remember their first trip to Scanlon Creek. 

The current nature centre was built from re-purposed portables and is no 
longer compliant with current construction standards. As well, after decades 
of use, it’s painfully evident that we’ve outgrown it. If not rebuilt, outdoor 
education will end at Scanlon.

The NeW nature Centre will be the premier destination for experiencing 
and learning about nature, a place unlike any other where you can become 
inspired by the wonders of the natural world. At over three times the 
size of the current centre we will be able to offer additional capacity 
for captivating hands-on workshops and events. 

The Foundation launched the Connect Campaign in late Fall 2018 to 
help support its construction by 2022. By joining the campaign you 
can help build a new environmental hub where the entire community 
– young and old – will have the opportunity to reconnect with nature 
once again!

Thanks to the generous Donors who supported our campaign in 2018! To 
learn more visit our website at www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca

“The new nature Centre will be a place for all of 
us to get active outside and reconnect with nature.”

Introducing…the Connect Campaign 
to build a new Nature Centre  
at   Scanlon Creek Conservation Area
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Meet our Connect Campaign 
Leadership Cabinet

Wayne Emmerson, Honorary Chair

Joanne Barnett, Co-Chair

Brad Rogers, Co-Chair

Paul Bailey

Lina Bigioni

Ryan Chieduch

Debbi Conzelmann

Len Ferragine

Peter Ferragine

Virginia Hackson

Dave and Erika Kerwin

Cheryl Shindruk

Darren Steedman

Gayle Wood

Brad rogers and Joanne Barnett, Co-Chairs
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• 1432872 Ontario Limited
• a.m. candaras associates inc.
• John Adams
• Dan Andrews
• Aquafor Beech Ltd. 
• Ashley Park Developments  
  (Sharon) inc.
• Paul Bailey
• Bruce Barbour
• Trish Barnett
• Drew Barnum
• Beard Winter LLP
• Kenneth R Beatty
• John and Ruth Ann Bishop
• Brian and Janet Bone
• Bruce and Nancy Bone
• David Brand
• Sherry Burleigh
• Brendan and Mary Calder
• Centre Corp.
• Ryan Chieduch
• Ian and Margaret Clarke

• Daniel Coats
• Kathleen Conlan
• Debbi Conzelmann
• William and June Coward
• Dillon Consulting Limited
• Rae and Shael Dolman
• Michael and Maureen Douglas
• Clifford E Dresner
• Shauna Dudding
• Emery Investments
• Len and Angela Ferragine
• Toshia Fleischaker
• Friday Harbour Resort    
   Holdings inc.
• Phil Gilbert
• Groundswell Urban Planners 
   inc.
• Sarah Hahn
• Dr. R. John Honey
• Innisfil Lions Club Inc.
• Jay and Barbara Hennick 
   Family Foundation 

• Brian and Susan Kemp
• King Cole Ducks
• Lormel Homes Ltd.
• Eugene Lubniewski
• Bruce and Carolyn Macgregor
• Scott and Debi MacKay
• Walter and Marylou 
   Montanera
• Melinda Naphtali-Stott
• Roger Oatley
• Geoffrey Peat
• Wes Playter
• R&M Construction
• John and Anne Ritchie
• James Roberts
• Andrew and Judy Robinson
• Karl and Christel Rueping
• Mary Jane Sarjeant
• Peter Schut
• SCS Consulting Group Ltd.
• Robert N Shelton
• Barbara Sibbald

• Gary and Janis Soren
• Hal Stratford
• Sun Life Assurance Company 
   of Canada
• Cheryl and Brad Taylor
• The Hand Family
• The Lloyd and Gladys Fogler 
   Foundation
• The Town of Aurora
• The Town of Bradford West 
   Gwillimbury
• The Town of Whitchurch-
   Stouffville
• Bill Thompson
• James Turner
• Douglas R Varty
• Harry and Anne Walker
• Mike Walters
• Westminster Presbyterian 
   Church
• WSP Canada
• Kelin Zhao

Eco-Champion ($250 - $999)

Thank You to our
Generous Donors



Environmental Leader ($1,000 - $4,999)
• Alcona Capital Properties Inc.
• Andrew D. Clarke and Betsy Britnell
• Suzanne Arrell
• James C Baillie
• BDO Canada LLP
• Judith Berg
• Joanne Best
• Dr. Earl Bogoch and Esme Carroll
• Hugh and Carolyn Cleland
• Cole Engineering Group Ltd.
• Corporation of the Town of Georgina
• John and Catherine Dale
• Joyce and Larry Dare
• Geoffrey Dawe
• DG Group
• Eyelet Investment Corp.
• Roberta and Jon Fidler
• Marvin S.N. Geist

• Irwin and Judith Gould
• Virginia I Hackson
• Nick and Beryl Hamilton-Piercy
• Mark and Ricki Harris and Family
• Michael Higgins
• Connie Hunter in Memory of 
   Bryce Hunter
• Bruce and Judith Langstaff
• William and Jean Lawrence
• John McCallum
• Beverley and Wayne McLeod
• Mount Albert & District Lions
• Nature’s Emporium
• Nealon Marine Construction
• John and Mitzi Pepall
• Anatoli and Valeria Plotkine
• Schollen & Company Inc.
• Scotiabank

• Shelagh and David Wilson Fund
• Stantec Consulting Ltd.
• Dr. James Swan
• Marcella and Joe Tanzola
• TD Commercial Banking
• The Lawrence and Judith Tanenbaum  
   Family Foundation
• The Regional Municipality of York
• Timothy Thompson
• Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury
• Township of King
• Township of Uxbridge
• TurfCare
• Diana and Bob Tweedy
• Jennifer Wardrop and Bob Casper
• Lee Ann Waterman
• Gail Watkin
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Nature Lovers ($5,000-$9,999)
• David R.  Beatty
• Groundswell Urban Planners Inc.
• Lake Simcoe Region Conservation authority

• TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
• Uplands Foundation

Watershed Heroes ($10,000 - $40,000)
• Donald Bainbridge Family Foundation
• Bill and Karen Barnett
• Barrie Colts Community Fund
• Debby Beatty

• Helen  McCrea Peacock Foundation
• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
• Ontario Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
• Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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Creating a More Connected 
Community
Donor support allowed LSRCA to hire a full-time Outreach 
Educator for their outreach program in 2017. This hire 
helped to double the program’s size and allowed for 
outreach activities to reach a variety of new audiences. 
In 2018, our educator travelled around the community 
in our new hybrid vehicle to help people become more 
connected and engaged with the needs of our watershed. 
Environmental education like this results in lower 
emissions and increased visibility for LSRCA and LSCF.
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Lake Simcoe Steward

• DG Group

Watershed Hero
• Friday Harbour Resort Holdings Inc.
• Highland Gate Developments Inc.

• Shining Hill Estates Operator Inc.

nature Lover

• Brookfield Homes (Ontario) Limited
• Criterion Development Corporation
• Glenway Country Club (2010) Ltd.
• TACC Developments (Aurora) Inc.

Environmental Leader
• a.m. candaras associates Inc.
• Beacon Environmental Ltd.
• Emery Investments
• Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.
• Enerlife
• Geo-Morphix
• Groundwater Environmental 
   Management Services inc. (GeMS)
• Magna International
• Mattamy Homes Limited
• Minto Communities Management Inc.
• North Gate Farms Limited
• R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited
• Rice Group
• Schaeffer & Associates Ltd.
• SCS Consulting Group Ltd.
• The Municipal Infrastructure Group Ltd.
• Tricap Property Management Inc.
• West Sharon Holdings Inc.
• WSP Canada

Eco-Champion Evening Sponsor
• Aquafor Beech Ltd.
• KLM Planning
• Malone Given Parsons Ltd.
• Pratt Development Inc.
• R&M Construction
• SCS Consulting Group Ltd.
• Shoreplan Engineering Limited
• Starlane Homes Corporation

30th Annual 
Conservation Dinner
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• Lina Bigioni
• ryan and theresa Chieduch
• rob Clark
• Fieldgate Land development Limited
• Groundswell urban planners inc.
• Kristie Hall
• Kelly Kearns
• King Cole ducks
• LSrCa Management team
• Geoffrey peat
• Cheryl Shindruk
• richard Simpson
• Lisa Spinks
• the Conzelmann Family
• town of Newmarket in  
   tribute to dave Kerwin
• Lorne udaskin
• Wood-Hall Family - 
   tribute to edythe M. Hall

Connect 
Campaign

Inspiring 
Greener 
Communities 
(IGC) Program

• arglen developments Limited
• Brookfield Homes (ontario) Limited
• Glenway Country Club (2010) Ltd.
• Oxford Developments

Marina 
Program

Conservation 
Days 
Program

Tree 
Memorial
Program

• Lefroy Harbour resorts inc.
• Monto reno Marina Limited

• Ceridian
• royal Bank of Canada
• tS tech Canada inc.

• Innisfil Funeral Home Limited
• Jennett Funeral and Cremation 
  Centre Ltd.
• Roadhouse and Rose Funeral Home
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President     
  debbi Conzelmann

Vice President    
   Steve Schaefer

Secretary Treasurer
ron Craig

debby Beatty
Stéphane Chénier
ron Craig
John dale
Geoffrey dawe
Marvin Geist
richard Simpson
Lee ann Waterman

2018 – 2019 
Board of 
Directors

Steve Schaefer, Vice President and 
Ron Craig, Secretary-Treasurer, 
retired from the LSCF Board of 
Directors at the May 22, 2019 Annual 
General Meeting.

Thank 
you both 
for your dedicated service to 
the Lake Simcoe Conservation 
Foundation and your commit-
ment to the health of our 
beautiful watershed.
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Staff
Cheryl taylor, Executive Director

Judy Milner, Development Officer

Lee Hanson, Annual Fund Co-ordinator

Lisa Spinks, Connect Campaign Manager

Conservation Dinner 
Volunteer Committee

• Bill Thompson 
• Shelley Fogelman 
• Trish Barnett 
• Cheryl Taylor 
• Judy Milner 
• Lee Hanson 
• Katarina Zeppieri 
• Katherine Toffan 
• Sharon Lun 

• Susan McKinnon 
• Elisa Green 
• Pat Milner 
• Rod Aubin and  LSRCA crew 
• Brenda Winter 
• Joanne Doyley 
• Mary Quattromini 
• Dana Eldon 
• Mary Anderson 

• Sarah Clark 
• Christa Sharp 
• Kaitlyn Read 
• Melanie Bennet 
• Kim Barbour 
• Anna Copeland 
• Julie Gerrard

thank you to all the hardworking dinner volunteers who helped us raise over 
$200,000 at our sold out Conservation dinner on June 13, 2018 held at the 
Carrying place Golf and Country Club in King. 

thanks to all Board directors who also assisted with the Conservation dinner

2018 Committee Members & Volunteers: 



21    Gratitude report  2018

2018 Financial Overview

2018 audited financial statements are available on our website at www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca

Fundraising 
programs 
Example:  
inspiring Greener 
Communities, 
tree Memorial, 
Conservation 
days, Marinas 
program, 
direct Mail, 
Foundation 
Family Giving

events

Where did
it come 
from?

40
%

36 %

25%

revenue: $825,169 Expenses: $367,229

Where did
it go?

27%

73%

each year the LSCF Board of directors approves which priority LSrCa programs and projects 
to financially support. 

Transfers to Authority for priority environmental programs and projects: $424,385

environmental 
projects

Outdoor & 
outreach 
education 
programs

Grants
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LSRCA Chair
Message

Listening is the basis of communication. 
When we listen – when we truly give our 

undivided attention to another – we show 
a deep and authentic respect. We are all 
aware of the importance listening plays in 
good communication with one another, but 
are we listening as intently to nature? The 
unprecedented floods, fires and heatwaves may 
be nature’s way of telling us that something is 
deeply wrong. We need to respond, even if out 
of pure self-interest, since what’s in nature’s best 
interest is also in humanity’s best interest.

As an organization, LSRCA is listening and 

responding. In recognition of the importance we 
place on this work, we’ve restructured, creating 
a new Watershed Restoration Services division, 
whose goal is to focus resources, collected 
through development activities, on restoration 
programs. The Rogers Reservoir constructed 
wetland, completed in 2018, is just one example. 

As an individual, you may find it difficult to 
choose which positive actions you can take 
to help this watershed and planet. It can feel 
overwhelming when you look at the enormity of 
a problem such as climate change. But if you take 
the perspective that we are each responsible for 

our own actions and set a goal to focus on what 
you can do, the enormity of the challenge can be 
overcome. 

So … what can you do? Join us at one of the 
many community tree plantings we offer (check 
our website calendar of events). Donate to the 
Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation, our 
closest funding partner, and support their shared 
vision of a cleaner and healthier Lake Simcoe 
watershed. Follow our activities on social media. 
Carpool. Take a walk in nature. Each of us has the 
power to change things. Even small changes have 
the ability to add up to big results.

“We’re undertaking projects to re-naturalize areas previously 
disturbed and we’ve launched new programs to offset the 

environmental damage caused by human activity. ” 

Geoffrey Dawe
Chair, LSRCA Board of Directors
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the Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation (LSCF) is the leading charitable 
organization devoted to improving the environmental health of Lake 

Simcoe and its watershed; raising money to support specific projects of the 
Lake Simcoe region Conservation authority (LSrCa). LSCF has achieved 

(for the second time!) the distinguished imagine Canada accreditation; 
demonstrating the highest standards for public confidence in the nonprofit 

sector. donate today on our website or by calling our office directly.

120 Bayview Parkway Newmarket, Ontario, Canada L3Y 3W3
905-895-1281 |  foundation@lsrca.on.ca |  www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca

Charitable Registration: 11900 3317 RR0001


